MARQUIS, BARBARA

The patient’s review for hospice.
This is a 73-year-old woman with history of breast cancer stage IV right breast, PR status positive, HER2/neu status negative. The patient was seen by her oncologist on 01/13/2022. This is a relapse from her 2006 breast cancer with a newly diagnosed right breast cancer, which was not removed.

The patient was noted to be in severe pain. Back in 2006, she had inflammatory triple positive cell type. She was treated with Taxotere/Herceptin, then MRM/SLN in 2007.

Her most recent CT shows pleural effusion. The patient is frail, declining any kind of treatment. As we had discussed this in the past, she was very much against chemotherapy in the past and at this time. The patient showed significant weight loss as early as 09/23/2021, which has definitely worsened. Because of her poor performance, it is our opinion that she is a poor candidate for chemotherapy as well. She also now has advancing dementia, severe protein-calorie malnutrition, and dysphagia. The patient is in pain, sleeping about 12-16 hours a day. She is requiring pain medication as I stated and for anxiety and agitation. The patient’s pain is in the right hip, which is most likely the source of a metastasis for this woman. The patient is also having stomach problems which is causing her weight loss and not eating. Tumor markers have increased and, on 11/04/2021, the patient’s letrozole and Guardant which were used for targeted therapy were stopped because of severe chemical gastropathy. The patient also has suffered from esophagitis both chronic and acute. Given the patient’s advanced breast cancer and also frailty as was described above, the patient is very much hospice appropriate and is expected to live less than six months.
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